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VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



Communicated by Mr. Lathrop Withington, 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London (including " Gleanings" by Mr. H. F. Waters, 

not before printed). 



Francis Newton of London, Grocer, now bound out vpon 
a voyage to Virginia. Will 24 August 1660; proved 11 January 
1661-2. To my wife Mary Newton j£6oo. Residuary Legatees: 
my sisters Elizabeth Newton and Susan Newton and my Brother 
Joseph Newton. Executors: John Berry, Anthony Stanford, 
Joseph Wilson, and to them 30s. each. Witnesses: Theo: Ixem, 
Wm. Scorey. Proved by Anthony Stanford. [The probate act 
book in the Prerogative Court at Canterbury has long been 
missing. — L. W.] 

8 Laud. 

John Hall of London, intending a voyage to Virginia. Will 

5 December 1695; proved 5 December 1705. To my mother 

Prudence Hall, widow, of West Ham in Essex, ,£300, and to be 

sole legatee and executrix. Witnesses: Sam: Mansfield, Joseph 

Pask. 

Gee, 243. 

Edward Abbes. Will 24 August 1636-7; proved 23 May 
1637 To Sarah Browne, daughter of Nicholas Browne, as 
much as will buy her a cow, and to Thomas Abbes my nephew 
ditto. To William Goulder, my man, one year and a half of 
his time in case my wife and child be dead. Residuary Leg- 
atees: my wife and child, but in case they both be dead my 
nephew Thomas Abbes. Executrix: my wife. Overseers: 
Friends Nicholas Browne and Robert Todd. Witnesses: Henry 
Batt, William Batt. [Will of Edward Abbes, late in Virginia, 
in parts, beyond the sea deceased, proved by Sarah, his relict. — 
Probate Act Book.] Goare, 75. 

[Robert Todd was living in York county in 1642, and patented land 
in Gloucester in 1652. Two brothers, William and Henry Batte, sons of 
Robert Batte, Vice-Master of Oriel College, Oxford, were living in Vir- 
ginia as early as 1653. If these were the witnesses to the will they came 
to the Colony much earlier than has been supposed.] 
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William Strachey of St. Giles in the Fields, County Mid- 
dlesex, gentleman. Will i February, 1634-5; proved 13 June 
1635-6. To sonne John Strachey and his heirs, whom I had by 
my now wife Elizabeth, my houses in King Street, Cittie of 
Westminster, by indenture 30 December 1631-2, between me 
and my now wife by name of Elizabeth Jepp, widow, Robert 
Westcomb, and John Cockshuto, gentlemen. The rest of the 
houses in or near King Street to my son Edmond Strachey. 
To son William Strachey, when 2 1 , houses on Fish streete Hill, 
London, the rent to educate and maintain him and the three 
other children I had by my first two wives. Residue to my 
three daughters, Katherine, Frances, and Elizabeth. If son 
Edmund marry, of money had with his wife j£6oo to daughters 
Frances and Katherine, etc., etc. Executors: my wife Elizabeth 
and Uncle Howard Strachey. Witnesses: Tho: Lloyd, Willm. 
Strackey, Will: Goode, John Hallywell, Jun., Scr., Mary 
Strachey. [Codicil.] If lands in Grinstead, in parish of Chip- 
ping Onger, Essex, late John Borne's, Gent., deceased, conferred 
on his son Richard and his heirs, failing them to Francis Strachey, 
daughter and heire to Andrew Borne, deceased, late wife of 
William Strachey the deceased come to a legacy of ,£300 
is to be paid daughter Katherine. Witnesses: Tho: Lloyd, 
Will: Strachey, William Goode, John Hallywell, Jun., Scr. 

Sadler, 69. 

[A William Strachey, who was of Gray's Inn, came to Virginia in 
May, 1610, was Secretary of State and Recorder, returned to England 
about October, 1611, and about 1612 wrole the valuable History of Tra- 
vaile into Virginia, Britania, which, however, was not printed until 
1849. Sir Edward Strachey, of Sutton Court, the representative of the 
family, thought that the testator above was the author, while Alexander 
Brown ( Genesis) believed that he was another William Strachey (father 
of the testator), who married Frances Foster in 1588, and " was living in 
1620." 

In the William and Mary Quarterly, IV, 192-194, V, 6-10, is an inte- 
resting account of the Stracheys. William Strachey, the testator, had a 
son William who went to Virginia and died in 1686, leaving an only 
child, Arabella, who was twice married. By a later marriage, William 
Strachey, of the text, was great-grandfather of John Strachey, M. D. 
(1709-1756), who settled in King and Queen coutity, Va., and of Henry 
Strachey, of Sutton Court, ancestor of the present baronets of that place.] 
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George Heale of City of Lancaster in Rappa hanock. 
Will 30 December 1697; proved 10 March 1708-9. Land and 
Plantation wherein I now live bounding upon South east side of 
the main road which leads from Mr. Ball's Mill to a Mill which 
was formerly Josias Draper's, between the said Roads and 
Thomas Davises, containing about 1300 acres to my son George 
Heale. Remainder of dividend Land upon North West of said 
Main Road, then up along the white Marsh to Timothy Stamp's, 
then to aforesaid Main Road, 500 acres, to my son John Heale. 
Main Road to be dividing line between George and John, and if 
either are without heirs, to longest liver whole 1800 acres. My 
land in the Forrest at the head of Corotom' on west side of the 
Main Swamp, bounding on land formerly Nathaniel Browne's 
then along the Head line that divides this land from the land of 
Giles Robinson and Randolph Miller, so far along said head line 
that a direct course to Main Swamp shall include 400 Acres, to 
my son Joseph Heale, if he die, then to John. My land in 
Cherry Point, bounding on land of Mr. Keen and Mr. Crawley, 
100 acres, to my daughter Ellen Heale, if she die to daughter 
Elizabeth Heale, then to daughter Sarah Heale. My Land down 
at Corotoman, 350 acres adjoining lands of William Clarke, 
Mathew White, Mr. Arms, Mr. Harrison, and the main road, to 
my two daughters Elizabeth and Sarah Hele. My quarter Plan- 
tation in the Forrest at the head of Corotoman to son George 
Heale for use of son Nicholas Heale, but if he die, to child, be 
male or female, my wife is now with, and if he to die Son George 
Heale is to have the quarter. Executor: Son George Heale. 
Overseers: Mr. Robert Carter and my son-in-law Mr. William 
Ball. Witnesses: Jas. [sic. Query "Jos." in original] Ball, 
James Innis, Wm. Ball. Administration to Arthur Bailey, 
Esquire, attorney for son George Heale, now in Virginia, execu- 
tor, as to effects in Great Britain and Ireland. 

Lane, 58. 

[This name is more generally spelt Heale. This will was also proved 
in Lancaster county, Va. For a genealogy of the family see William 
and Mary Quarterly, XVII, 202-104, »9<S-*99-] 

Warrin Smith. Will 24 February 1613-4; proved 5 May 
1615. By my father Robert Smith's will he gave to Wm. Smith 
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Brockatt Smith, and Robert Smith (Robert being at the making 
of the will still unborn) my brethren a rent of ,£to yearly during 
their lives out of lands at Hitchin in Countie of Hartford, and 
then revoked because the Hitchin lands were entayled by my 
grandfather Symon Warren. I give to them as follows: To 
Brother William ^150. To Brother Brockett .£100. To 
Brother Robert ^100, to be paid from debt of John Mynn of 
Ewsham, County Surrey, Esq. To Brockett and Robert, my 
youngest brothers, my benefit of my Adventures to Somers 
Islands otherwise called the Barmodies and Virginia wherein I 
paid in ^137. 10. To John Hollifax ^10 and my twoe suites 
and Cloake lyned w'th velvett left in custody of Mr. Dennys 
Bretton. To Dennis Bretton £50. Residuary Legatee and 
Executor: Dennis Breton. Witnesses: He: Bretton, James 
Goodman, Willian Robotham. 

Rudd, 47. 

[In 1615 Warren Smith was one of the charter members of the Somers 
Islands Company.] 

[The Hon'ble] Benjamin Tasker of the City of Annapo- 
les, Esq. Will 15 February 1766; proved 30 December 1768. To 
my wife Ann the dwelling house and lots adjoining and all plate 
and personal estate, she to be executrix, Land and negroes, to 
be sold and produce divided between her and my children. To 
my daughter Anna Ogle ^2500. To daughter Rebecca Dulany 
^2500. To daughter Elizabeth Lowndes, wife of Mr. Christo- 
pher Lowndes, ,£2500 to be used in trust for her during her 
husband's lifetime. To daughter Frances Carter, wife of Robert 
Carter in Virginia, ,£2500. Whereas the late Governor Ogle 
left me one of his executors, and each of his daughters ^iooo, 
already paid his eldest daughter, to his youngest daughter to be 
paid as on my Book of Accounts, marked S. O. fol. 40. To my 
four grandsons which are my godsons, viz: Benjamin Ogle, son of 
the late Governor Ogle, Daniel, son of Daniel Dulany Esq. , Ben- 
jamin son of Christopher Lowndes, and Benjamin, son of Robert 
Carter of Virginia, ,£1000 each. To my daughter Anne Ogle, 
Mr. Christopher Lowndes, and Robert Carter ^1000 in Bank 
of England for use of Benjamin Benson when 21, meanwhile 
the interest for his education in some public school in Great 
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Britain. As my son Benjamin Tasker, deceased, by his will 
desired me to sell his real estate, I make the aforesaid three his 
executors or any two of them. As two tracts of land in Frede- 
rick County one called Vine containing , the other the Will, 

containing ioo acres, belonging to late Governor Ogle were 
patented to Mr. William Steuart and by him conveyed to me I 
give them to Benjamin Ogle heir at law to the said Governor. 
Witnesses: Joseph Galloway, Sam'l Galloway, And'w Buchanan. 
Before Walter Dulany, Commissary General, 4 July 1768 Ann 
the widow swears to above will. Administration with will 
annexed to Osgood Hanbury and William Anderson attorneys 
for Anne Tasker, relict, in Prerogative Court of Canterbury for 
receiving dues and transferring ^10,000 in Capital Stock of 
Bank of England, except ^1000 thereof, etc. Second grant 20 
November 1770 to James Anderson of Great Tower Hill in 
parish of St. Olave Hart Street London, Merchant, as one of 
attorneys for Ann Tasker, widow, residing in Annapolis, on 
transferring ^5000, part of ,£9,950 in Bank of England to Anne 
Ogle of Annapolis, widow and Benjamin Ogle of ditto gentle- 
man, also ^3950 to said Benjamin Ogle, also ^1000 to said Ann 
Ogle of caid Annapolis, Royal and Christopher Lownds and 
Robert Carter, Esquires. Administration of goods in Kingdom 
of England 3 November 1772 to said James Anderson of Great 
Tower Hill, St. Olave Hart Street, London, Merchant, attorney 
for Anne Tasker. relict and executrix. 

Seeker, 470. 

[Benjamin Tasker was President of the Council of Maryland for thirty- 
two years, and acting Governor 1752-53. For notices of the family see 
Dinwiddie Papers I, 13, 14, and Maryland Historical Magazine, IV, 
191, &c] 

John Custis of New Romney, County Kent, Gentleman. 
Will 21 August 1704; proved 27 October 1704. To my daugh- 
ter Elizabeth, wife of John Mathews, living in Acamack in 
Virginia, ^100. To Daughter Ann, wife of Richard King of 
New Romney, County Kent, Gentleman, ^100. To each of 
her children ^50. Residuary Legatee and Executor: My son 
in law Richard King. Trustee and guardian for my daughter 
King and her children: My loving kinsman Mr. Arnold King of 
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Bromly, County Kent, gentlemen. Trustee for daughter Eliza- 
beth: Mr. Arthur Bayly of Mile end, County Middlesex, Esq. 
Witnesses: Walter Batson, John Yeates, Henry Darington. 

Ash, 196. 

[John Custis was, of course, a member of the Eastern Shore family 
of the name ; but his exact place is unknown to the writer.] 

Thomas Isham of Middle Temple, of London, Gentleman. 
Will 13 June 1676; proved 20 July 1676. To be buried in the 
Chancel of Hilsden Church, if convenient. To cousin Francis 
Drake of Stretton Rudely .£400 upon trust for the heir male 
apparent of my Cousin German Henry Isham of Virginia who 
shall come to live in England for one whole year after he is 21. 
If no heir, I give jQioo to my said cousin Henry Isham. To 
my uncle Denton, Doctor of Phisick, ^100. To Cousen Alex- 
ander Denton, Barrister of Middle Temple, .£20. To cousin 
George Nicholas of Covent Garden ^10. To cozen Anne his 
wife ,£10. To cousin Robert Dormer of Lincoln's Inn, Barres- 
ter, ;£io. All lands and Residue of estate to my dear friend 
Francis Drake, of Stretton Rudely, whom I appoint executor. 
Witnesses: Paul Perrott, Nich: Page. Codocil 17 July 1676. 
To Uncle Dr. Denton ^50. To Mrs. Mary Gape, widow, ^10. 
To my Lady Tippen my bed and furniture at Wheatfield. To 
my cousin Ann Woodward, my dear Franck Drake's mother, 
the best piece of plate I have. Rest of plate to deare Cousin 
Francis Drake's wife. To Nicholas Page, Cooke upon Littleton, 
Cooke's Reports and Trotman's Abridgements Authorized to all 
law Books and law noates. One of the greatest reasons of this 
guift to my Cozen Isham was to encourage Sir Edward Brett to 
be very kind to him when he comes over into England and there- 
fore I begg his kindnesse to his kinsman and mine aforesaid. 
Witnesses: Jane Fowke, Richard Parker, Tabitha Parker. 

Bence, 92. 

Henry Isham of Hennco County in Virginia. Will 13 
November 1678; proved 5 June 1680. To Joseph Ryall, my 
half brother, ^40 in goods. 2. To Richard Perrin his wife, John 
Wilkinson his wife, and William Byrd, and his wife, to each a 
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gold ring about 12s. price. 3. To my Hono'le Mother Mrs. 
Katherine Isham one full third of my personal estate in Virginia 
and England. 4. To my sister Mrs. Anne Isham. Ditto sly. 
My plantation in Charles City County in Virginia commonly 
known as Doggams to my sisters Mrs. Mary Randolph and Mrs. 
Anne Isham. 6thly. All the rest of my estate in Virginia and 
England to my executor, Mr. Wm. Randolph. Witnesses: Ja: 
Tubb, John Wynn, Wilbert Daniel, Hugh Davis. 

Bath, 81. 

[Henry Isham, Sr., came to Virginia about 1656, where he had a grant 
of land. As the records of Henrico county, where he lived at Bermuda 
Hundred, previous to 1677 have been destroyed, no copy of his will re- 
mains; but the records show that he died about 1675. He married 
Katherine, widow of Joseph Royall, of Henrico county (stated in the 

Isham pedigree to be a daughter of Banks, of Canterbury, Eng.,) 

and had issue (1) Henry, died 1679, unmarried. His will is given above; 
(2) Mary, married William Randolph, of "Turkey Island," Henrico 
county ; (3) Anne, married Frances Eppes, of Henrico county. For 
notice of the Ishams, with abstracts of wills, of Henry Isham, Jr., and 
his mother, Mrs. Katherine Isham, see this Magazine IV, 123, 134. 

The wish of Thomas Isham was granted, for Sir Edward Brett in his 
will, dated in 1652 and proved in 1683 (Waters, 447,) gave Mary and 
Anne Isham £200 apiece. Their brother Henry was then dead. 

The genealogical volume for Northamptonshire, of the Victorian 
County History of England, contains the latest and most authentic 
Isham pedigree.] 
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Robert Isham [of Pytchley?J 

d. 1424, March 13. 
m. 

Robert Isham [of Pitchley ?] 

b. 1402. 

d. 

m. Elizabeth, daughter Aston of Knuston, near Irchester, 

I Co. Northampton. 

William Isham of Pytchley. 
b. 

d. June 13, 1510 [16?]. 
m. Elizabeth Bramspeth, d. Thomas of Glooston, Co. Leicester. 

Thomas Isham of Pytchley. 
b. 

d. 1547 + ? 

m. Elena Vere, dau. f Richard Vere of Addington, Co. Northampton. 
(Eleanor) \ Isabella Green, d. John of Drayton, same Co. 

I Descended fr. Robert de Vere, 2nd son of Aubrey de Vere, 

Euseby Isham of Ringstead. 

He never inherited Pytchley; his father's long life and his mother's 
"joynter" prevented, 
b. 

d. will Aug., 1546; proved Dec. u, 1546. 
m. Anne Poulton, dau. Giles, of Besborough, Co. Northampton. 



Gyles Isham of Pitchley. 


II II 
Robert. Gregory Isham John of Henry. 


b. 


A of Braunston. Lamport. | 


d. Aug. 3t, 1559. 


Priest, b. | Gregory ol 


m. 


d. Sept. 4, 1558. Lamport Barby. 


No sons. 


in. Elizabeth Line. | 




Dale of Bristol. 1 Present Barby 




I 1 Bart's. Line. 




Sir Euseby Isham 




of Pytchley. 




b. Feb. 26, 1552. 




d. lune n, 1626. 




m Anne Borlase, dau. of John 




J of Marlowe, Co. Bucks. 



I I I i 

John. Euseby. William. Gregory. Thomas. Anthony. 

d. Dec. 9, 1616. bp. M*rch 20, 1587-8. 

I d. bef. 1631. 

Anne. m. Aug. 15, 1625, Mary Brett, d. William, 

of Toddington, Co. Bedford. 

Henry Isham of Virginia. 

b. c. 1628. 

d. c. 1676. 

m. Katherine Banks, wid. Joseph Royall. 



I I I 

Henry Isham. Mary. Anne. 
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John Temple of Bishipstrowe, County Wilts, gentleman. Will 
4 March 1635-6; proved 23 January 1637-8. To be buried in the 
Chancel of Bishopstrowe Church. To the church 40s. To poor 
20s. To my wife and executrix Mary Temple all household 
stuff, Plate, etc., in my house at Bishopstrowe. To my wife 
until my son William Temple shall be 22 my lands in Hachbury, 
Parish of Warminster, and my mills, he to pay her ,£1000 when 
he reaches 22 to enable her to pay the legacies. To my daugh- 
ters Mary, Elizabeth, and Hester Temple ,£500 each. Over- 
seers: My brothers in lawe William Seaman, Clearke, and 
Samuell Seaman, gentlemen. Witnesses: Tho. Seaman, Sam- 
uell Seaman. Commissary for oath, William Seaman, rector 
of Upton Skidmore. 

Lee, 4. 

[Burke's Landed Gentry (edition of 1886) begins the account of the 
Temples, of Bishopstrowe House, near Warminster, Wiltshire, with the 
statement that William Temple, of Bishopstrowe (son of John Temple, 
of Kingston Deverell,) had, with other issue, Peter, born 1661, ances- 
tor of the present Temples of Bishopstrowe, and Joseph, born 1666, 
" whose descendants are settled in Virginia, U. S. A." 

The will in the text is that of John, called by Burke, " of Kingston 
Deverell." 

The " Marriage Licenses at Salisbury," now in course of publication 
in the Genealogist, gives the license, dated January 3, 1616-17, of John 
Temple, of Bishopstrowe, gent., to Marie, daughter of William Seame, 
of Upton Scudamore. The will gives this name as Seaman. John 
Temple's will refers to property in Hachbury. The Salisbury licenses 
give, also that of Philip Temple, Mercer, <j( Hachbury (Heytsbury), and 
Mary Maton, of Stockton. Probably Philip Temple was of the same 
family. 

It is not certain whether Joseph Temple (born 1666) came to Virginia, 
or whether it was his son. Destruction of county records prevents cer- 
tainty. By deed dated October 22, 1722, recorded in Essex county, 
certain Bristol merchants, who had established an iron works in Vir- 
ginia, appointed, as their attorney, Joseph Temple, of Bristol, merchant, 
&c, " now resident at said iron works." 

The following are the earliest grants of land to Joseph Temple : 

(1) Joseph Temple, of King William county, Merchant, 1,000 acres on 
the north side of Northanna River, in Spotsylvania county, September 
14, 1728. 

(2) Joseph Temple, of King William, gent., 250 acres on the north side 
of Northanna, in Spotsylvania county, September' 1, 1728. On January 
31, 1732, he had a regrant of these two tracts. 
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(3) Joseph Temple, of King William, gent., 1,390 acres in Hanover 
county, adjoining the lands of John Harris, Thomas Wash, Major 
Thomas Carr, Richard Bullock, Jr., and Mr Benjamin Brown, August 

5. 173'- 

Joseph Temple bought other land in Spotsylvania in 1744, but was 
dead before 1760, as in that year and in 1762 Joseph Temple (and Mary 
his wife), and Benjamin Temple, of King William, sold lands in Spotsyl- 
vania which had formerly been granted to their father, Joseph Temple, 
deceased, and by him, in his will, devised to them. Joseph Temple, 
the elder, was a justice of King William in 1732, and sheriff in 1738. 

The following account of the family was contained in a letter written 
in 1831 from Mrs. Polly Williamson, daughter of Col. Benjamin Temple, 
to Dr. William Gwathmey, of King William county: 

Mr. Joseph Temple came to this country a wealthy merchant. He 
was born in England, and was a descendant of Sir William Temple [of 
course untrue], British Resident at Brussels in the reign of Charles 
II. He married Ann, daughter of Benjamin Arnal [Arnold]. He was 
first a merchant at Ayletts, King William county; after marriage he 
lived at the place now called Presqueisle. Joseph and Ann Temple had 
ten children — five sons and five daughters. 

Joseph, the eldest, married Molly, daughter of Col Humphrey Hill. 
[Joseph Temple was a member of the King and Queen Committee of 
Safety, 1 774-75-] 

Liston Temple married Agnes, daughter of Dr. Elliott. [Liston 
Temple was captain of King William county militia in the Revolu- 
tion. See this Magazine XV, 90.] 

William Temple married Miss Cowne from the place called Cownes, 
in King William county. 

Benjamin Temple married Mollie, daughter of Robert Baylor and 
Mollie Brooke, his wife. [Benjamin Temple served as a lieutenant in 
the French and Indian War, and in the Revolution was commissioned 
Captain Virginia Dragoons, June 15, 1776; lieutenant colonel First Con- 
tinental Dragoons, March 31, 1777, transferred to Fourth Dragoons, De- 
cember 10, 1779, and served to the close of the war. He was a member 
of the Virginia House of Delegates and Senate and the Convention of 
1788. His wife died August 7, 1820, aged 72.] 

Samuel Temple married Fannie Redd, of Caroline county. [Samuel 
Temple was lieutenant in the Caroline county militia in the Revolution. 
See this Magazine XV, 90.] 

Hannah married Mr. Owen Gwathmey, of " Burlington," King Wil- 
liam county. 

Sally married Mr. John Tunstall, son of Col. Richard Tunstall, of 
King and Queen county. 

Molly married Col. Thomas Elliott, son of Dr. Elliott. 

Martha married Benjamin Elliott. 
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Nancy married Mr. John Fleet, of King and Queen county. [She died 
May 7, I754-] 

John Pope of Bristoll, Mariner, about to go to sea. Will 4 
February 1 700-1; proved 19 August 1702. To my mother 
Joane Pope of the City of Bristol, widow, all that Plantation 
commonly called the Clifts in County Westmoreland in Poto- 
make River in Virginia. Witnesses: William Scott, Abraham 
Alyes, [Quakers]. 

Heme, 138. 

Thomas Opie of the City of Bristoll, Mariner, now in Virginia. 
Will 16 November 1702; proved 26 July 1703. To be buried in 
the grave of my Grandfather Mr. David Lindsay. To my Brother 
John Opie my second best bed, etc., likewise my large silver 
cup to my brother Lindsay Opie. To my three sisters, Hellen, 
Susannah, and Sarah Opie, remainder of bedding or lynen, &c. 
To my Sister Helien my Silver Tankard, Sister Susannah Opie 
my gold chaine, Sister Sarah Opie my Dyamond ring and other 
rings (my signett ring excepted). To Susannah my silver pap- 
dish and spoone. To my three sisters my eighth part of the 
ship Adventure and Cargoe. If my Brother John hath my 
Fathers Signet ring, then I give mine to my Brother Lindsay Opie, 
otherwise to John. To my brothers and sisters what my father 
left me, only the Plantation will fall to my Brother John. To 
Uncle Edward Opie 20s. mourning ring my hat and gloves. To 
Mr. Francis Thruppe the same. To Mrs. Anne Keen, widow, 
and Mrs. Sarah Keen, both of Cherry point in Potomak in Vir- 
ginia, mourning rings of like value to be sent them. To an old 
servant named Mary Edwards ^3. To Brother Lindsay Opie 
the produce of my watch sent to Jamaica by Mr. William Wil- 
liams, or if undisposed the watch. Executrix : my Sister Susan- 
nah Opie, first paying George Bartlett and all other debts with 
what bills of exchange I have drawn upon my own account since 
my being last in Virginia. " Item: I would have likewise have 
sent by my Executrix a Tombstone to Virginia to be put over 
my grave with my Grandfather's on top. Witnesses: Fra's 

Thruppe, William Burwood, Edward Evans. 

Degg, 116. 

[This will, recently discovered by Mr. Withington at Somerset 
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House, throws most interesting light on a mysterious and much de- 
bated question. In 1889 was published by the Munsells, of Albany, a 
work on " The Lindsays of America." by Miss Margaret Isabella Lind- 
say. In Chapter IV she gave an account of Rev. David Lindsay, an 
early minister of Northumberland county, Va. He is frequently men- 
tioned in the county records, and by his will, dated and proved in April, 
1667, gave his whole estate to his daugter, Helen Lindsay, apparently his 
only child. On page 49 the author says: "In 1849 my father commis- 
sioned a relative to visit the old homestead and burying place on it, 
and he took from the stone the following inscription, although even then 
it was difficult to discipher ; it was surmounted by the engraved coat of 
arms of the family : 

"Here lyeth interred ye body of That Holy and Reverent Devine, 
Mr. David Lindsay, late Minister of Yeocomico, born in ye Kingdom of 
Scotland, ye first and lawful sonne of ye Rt. Honerable Sir Hierome 
Lindsay, K'nt of ye Mount, Lord-LyonKing-at-Arms, who departed 
this life in ye 64th year of his age ye 3d April, Anno Dom. 1667." 

In the account given in the earlier portion of the book, relating to the 
Scottish Lindsays, it is shown that Sir Hierome Lindsay had a son, David, 
who was baptized January 3, 1603. It would not appear from her book 
that the author was ever in Northumberland county, or claimed to have 
seen the tomb herself. 

Miss Lindsay also states (page 41) that in the same tomb with the epi- 
taph of Rev. David Lindsay, quoted above, was the following : 

"Here also lyeth the body of Captain Thomas Opie, Jr., of Bristol, 
grandson of Mr. David Lindsay, who departed this life 16 November, 
1702." 

In 1902 Rev. G. VV. Bealy, D. D., the foremost antiquary of the North- 
ern Neck of Virginia, visited the old Lindsay burying ground in Northum- 
berland. He found one massive stone which bore, with a few verbal 
differences, the inscription in regard to Thomas Opie, Jr., which has 
been quoted, but which had in regard to Rev. David Lindsay only the 

following : 

" Here Lyeth The Body Of Mr. 

David Lindsay, Doctor of 

Divinity, Who Departed This Life 

The 3d Day Of April, 1667." 

There was no question as to the authenticity of this description ; so 
the only conclusion which could be drawn was that the copyist for Miss 
Lindsay's father had deceived him. 

In 1906 Mrs. Juliet Opie Ayres, a descendant of the Opies, also visited 
the place and had excavations made in and about the graveyard. As 
the existence of two tombstones over one grave is a most unlikely thing 
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to expect, it is not known what suggested that digging might result in 
discoveries ; but it did, and two fragments of a stone were found which 
had sufficient portions of an inscription left to show that it must have 
been the one quoted in "The Lindsays of America." 

Immediately a warm discussion began in the press. Mrs. Ayers pro- 
duced the evidence of several reputable citizens of Northumberland and 
of a geological expert, but many of those who did not know her were 
unconvinced. That (here should be two stones over one grave, erected 
in memory of the same people, seemed most improbable, and the doubt 
was heightened by the fact that Miss Lindsay's copy quoted correctly 
the Opie epitaph, which was stated by the copyist to be on the same 
stone with the Lindsay epitaph quoted by her. 

The will in the text, coming to light after an interval of more than 
two hundred years, settles the question in a most remarkable manner. 
Thomas Opie says : " I would have likewise sent by my Executrix a 
Tombstone to Virginia to be put over my grave with my grandfather's 
on top." So the unprecedented did happen, and here was a grave with 
two tombstones upon it — one above the other. And the copyist quoted 
in " The Lindsays of America," Mrs. Ayers and Dr. Beale were all abso- 
lutely correct in their statements of what they found. 



VIRGINIA'S POSITION IN FEBRUARY, x86i. 



Far Reaching Importance of Her Declaration for 

Union. 

Views of Charles Francis Adams. 



We have been granted the privilege of publishing the following 
letter from Mr. Charles Francis Adams. Mr. Adams is the President 
of our sister organization — The Massachusetts Historical Society — and 
has, by his labours and abilities, earned for himself an honoured place 
among students of American history. Himself an Union veteran of the 
Civil War, his views, with respect to the men and events of that period, 
possess a peculiar interest and value: 

Boston, November 26, 1909. 
Mr dear Mr. Munford: 

I have now, at last, access to stenographers; and so am in posi- 
tion tardily to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your book en- 
titled, "Virginia's Attitude Toward Slavery and Secession," and to 
offer a few words of comment and criticism thereon. 



